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Effective user centred design often emerges from collaborating, multidisciplinary design teams. In these teams members come from diverse disciplinary and theoretical design backgrounds, bringing these perspectives to the understanding of user requirements.

We broadly refer to the activity of people working together to achieve user centred design as Co-Design. How people work together, the perspectives they bring and the way these are reflected in the designs that emerge is the focus of this workshop. These could be considered to reflect issues of process, perspective and maybe product.

We believe there is great value to be gained in explicitly understanding the design values and processes that emerge from different disciplines, and how these influence understanding and approaches to design. Ultimately, it is to understand how different contributions may be brought together in a common design process to bear upon specific, practical design goals.

In this one-day workshop we intend to explore the synergies amongst practitioners who bring different approaches to understanding user requirements and user-centred design. We want to identify what different approaches deliver to design and how they fit with, intertwine, complement, overlap or even confound the others.

We propose to run a highly interactive workshop comprising short, timed, position presentations and a great deal of group working. As we want to explore how different practitioners can and do work together and where the value lies in co-design we intend to explore this through scenario-based team exercises involving tasks such as responding to design problem brief and developing design plans. Group feedback and various other exercises are planned to keep delegates on their toes. 

At the end of the workshop we expect to be able to review the Co-design landscape on the basis of the results of the exercises. We expect to able to map out lessons, issues, synergies and opportunities in co-design. 

We intend to produce an article from the workshop which will be submitted for publication in Interactions.

The invitation is open to all participants - the point of the workshop is to address the breadth of current contributions to interaction design – if you contribute you should be represented ! 
If you would like to take part you should submit a position paper of around two A4 pages outlining :

· Your disciplinary and design background.

· Whether you have experience working in multi-disciplinary teams.

· Gives a brief description of how you contribute to design solutions and your general approach to framing problems.

· Gives a brief description of projects you have undertaken, especially with people from other disciplines, drawing out the issues and the lessons you have learned.

We will limit workshop attendance to 15 participants, and if selected we will ask you to prepare a three minute presentation to the group to kick off the day and come with energy and a sense of humour !

Send position paper submissions to Mark Hicks in MSWord or Word compatible format to  mhicks@sapient.com.

Likewise questions or queries to 0207 953 3482.

