Four Yearsof CHIkidsfrom a CHIkid!

Each year, we look to summarize the
CHI conference experience with arti-
clesand columnsin the SIGCHI Bul-
letin. Thisyear isno exception. Asl
have done in past columns, | look for
new ways to see the contribution of
children at the CHI conference. As
many of you know by now, this has
happened for the last four years
through the CHIkids program.
Through this conference pro-
gram, children of conference
attendees can be introduced to
HCI, technology, and get some
idea of what their parents actu-
aly do each day. At CHIkids,
children are conference report-
ers, technology testers, and
multimedia storytellers and
users. The CHIkids program
alsoisaway for the conference
to produce a newsletter, web-
site, and video documenting the
CHI conference experience.
And of course for CHI parents,
it isaunique childcare experi-
ence for children ages 3-14.

Each year, wetry to summarize
the CHIkids happeningsin dif-
ference ways. Thisyear, |
decided it was time for some-
one elseto talk alittle about
what their experiences have been.
When | thought about who that some-
one should be, | thought of Brian Jaf-
fee. Brianisone of our few CHIkids
who has been a part of the program
sinceits start, and hasn't missed ayear
since. Brian was 10 when he began,
and now four years later heisalot
taller and quite an experienced
CHIkids reporter. Each year Brian
comes back to join our newsroom staff
in covering the CHI conference. This
year he was promoted to Jr. Editor-in-
Chief of the newsroom, a position that
had him editing, designing, and con-
tributing more than ever (see http://
www.acm.org/sigchi/chi99/chikids/
for thisyear'sweb site).

Interview by Allison Druin

| thought it might beaniceideato turn
the tables on Brian and interview him
(seeing that he hasinterviewed an
awful lot of CHI dignitaries through
theyearsl) So below ismy interview
with Brian, four years a CHIkid and
many years wise.
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A.D.: Brian, tell usa little about your-
self... How old are you?
What part of theworld do you livein?
Who isyour CHI parent?

B.J.: | an 14 yearsold, and livein
Ohio. My mom, Laura Leventhal is
my CHI parent. | swim and have been
to CHIkids 4 times.

A.D.: If you were going to describe
CHIkids to someone that has never
been there, how would you describeit?

B.J.: CHIkidsisachancefor kidsto
learn about and use computers with
other kids.

A.D.: What made you decide to go to
CHIkids that first year in '96?
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B.J.: My mom wanted
me to go because she

thought it would be a

good program.

A.D.: How has CHIkids
changed over the years?

B.J.: My first year we
werein asmall hotel
room with
about 15 com-
puters. 1n'97
wehad 3 hotel
rooms and
about 30 com-
puters. InLA
wehad2large
conference
rooms with
about 300r 40
computers,
and this year
we had a
whole hall-
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way with 4 or 5 rooms, and
about 40 computers.

A.D.: What part of CHIkids
have you been involved
with each year?
And how has that changed
over the years?

B.J.: The newsroom...Thefirst year
we only had 4 or 5 people in the news-
room, and one digital camera. In
Atlantaand L.A. we had about 10 kids
in the newsroom. And thisyear we
only had about 6. My first year we
interviewed maybe one or two people
aday. Anddidn't gotoany tutorialsor
workshops. In Atlanta, we had 4 peo-
ple coming in aday to beinterviewed
and we also went to tutorials and
workshops. Thiswastheonly year we
had aword limit for our stories. InLA
we had about three people comein a
day and also went out to alot of work-
shops and tutorials. Thisyear we had
only one or two people comein aday
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to be interviewed and most of our sto-
ries were about workshops.

A.D.: What are the reasons you keep
coming back to CHIkids each year?

B.J.: Itisfuntointerview people at
CHI and to see old friends and to meet
new ones.

A.D.: Arethere any particular memo-
riesthat stand out for you of your time
in CHIkids?

B.J.: In Atlantagoing to CNN, in LA
playing four square with Perry, in LA
going out to lunch with you and my
friends, in LA thefirst day seeing all
my friends from Atlanta, in LA mak-
ing the 4 divas and a dude web page,
and also that all five of uslook forward
to seeing each other next year. At
CHI99, making the video for the clos-
ing plenary, Also at CHI99, Sabrina
and | working on Flash, listening to
Sabrina playing the piano, and going
to the science musuem.

A.D.: If you could change anything(s)
about CHIkids what would it be?
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B.J.: Make it longer than five days.

A.D.: If you could look into the future,
what do you think CHIkidswould look
like 5 years from now? And what
would you be doing at CHI?

B.J.:There will be more and better
computers, there will be more things
to choose from instead of the news-
room, Multimedia Storytelling, Tech-
nology Workouts etc... More leaders,
bigger rooms, and more kids. Infive
yearsat CHI, | will be 19 and maybe |
will be astudent volunteer or be a
CHiIkids leader.

A.D.: Any closing thoughts?

B.J.: | am disappointed that some peo-
ple are thinking about not having
CHIkids next year because there are
kids in Europe that could have the
oppurtunity to attend. Alsoif there
would be no CHIkids next year |
couldn't see my friends from previous
CHIkids, and | hope that we have it
next year becauseitisalot of fun.

A.D.: Thanks Brian for the interview.
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Note-A committee hasbeen formed by
the CHI12000 Co-Chairsto look into
the possibility of having a CHIkids
program at CHI2000. Dueto resource
constraints and site complexities, at
thetime of CHI99 it was not known if
aCHIkids program would be possible.
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